
 Vintage Jewelry for the Holidays

The vintage jewelry market, is, for many, unfamiliar territory. 
It’s sometimes perceived as terrain riddled with esotericisms 

and studied references that are intimidating to broach (no pun 
intended). Yet, in an economy that is encouraging people to 
streamline their wardrobes; vintage jewelry companies are fi nding 
a ripe market for buying and selling vintage gems with everyday 
consumers rather than connoisseurs or other dealers. This means 
that the product is more accessible and the marketplace more 
transparent, so, you are bound to get a little more bling for your 
buck. (One of the fi rst esotericisms to know is that vintage refers 
to pieces 30-70 years old, as opposed to antique, which means 
over 100 years old.) 

Interest in vintage jewelry heightened in the last few years as 
greater attention focused on the investment-worth, and, design 
exclusivity offered by estate pieces. Estate jewelry, specifi cally fi ne 
pieces, tends to hold its value, or, even appreciate over time. The 
18k yellow gold chain that you’ve held onto for the last decade is, 
in most cases, worth more today than the day you bought it; and 
if it’s signed, you may have just bolstered the rate of return on 
your initial investment two-fold. High quality vintage is quickly 
becoming the delicacy of the jewelry world as rarity in quantity 
and design, make it an increasingly exclusive commodity.

In the world of vintage and antiques, it holds true that one 
man’s trash can be revived as another man’s treasure. But, in a 
more typical scenario, one man’s trash really is just that, so there 
are a few fundamentals to the art of shopping for vintage jewelry 
to note when searching for your diamond in the haystack.

Investment Pieces

When you do come across a piece that you love, or, if you’re 
looking to make a considerable investment in a piece that 

will retain value in years to come, think, “rarity and salability,” 

says Gus Davis, partner in New-York-based estate jeweler Camilla 
Dietz Bergeron. “The pieces you have a better chance of buying 
for a long-term investment are: signed pieces of importance, rare 
or unusual, important diamonds [and] important colored stones 
(ie. rubies, sapphires, or emeralds),” advises Davis.

Nancy Revy, CEO of online estate jeweler Beladora.com, 
underscores the importance of buying iconic, labeled pieces. 
“Invest[ing] in signed jewelry that is representative of a specifi c 
jeweler,” Revy says. This could mean important statement pieces 
such as the panther jewelry by Cartier or the animal motif jewelry 
by David Webb, or more reasonably priced Alahambra jewelry 
by Van Cleef & Arpels.”

Central to the idea of spending on signed pieces is the 
understanding that you are buying into the charted history of the 
piece. This means that the course of manufacturing, the period 
design references, and the heritage of the house are inseparable 
from a signed piece and, in effect, part of the package at purchase.

How To Identify Quality

Navigating through the estate jewelry marketplace successfully 
hinges on establishing three things: authenticity, age, and 

origin. Nancy Revy recommends sourcing pieces from “companies 
that guarantee the periods of manufacture, signatures, accurate 
description of gemstones, and that will identify any alterations 
to the original piece.” Confi rming that the original stones and 
settings are intact is critical to assessing the real-world value of 
a piece. 

According to Davis, examining the condition of a vintage 
piece is the most important proactive step to take when shopping 
the market, “You want to make sure there have been no repairs 
done...the stones [are original] and have not been replaced with 
something modern and there have been no other modifi cations to 
the piece.”
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While it is always a good idea to refer to knowledgeable sales 
associates or an independent appraiser for a thorough read on 
a piece, taking some time to educate yourself can go a long way 
in helping to navigate through the myriad vintage of options 
out there. Robin Katz, founder of the eponymous vintage estate 
jewelry collection in Manhattan, asserts that there is “really 
no substitute for immersing yourself in a body of literature 
and reference materials...Ideally, you should be able to talk to 
merchants, see their wares and glean knowledge from the pieces 
on a fi rsthand basis.”

A savvy buyer will be familiar with the designers that appeal 
to them and can hone in on the time periods or materials that 
cater to their aesthetic. For the more engaged vintage consumer, 
Carrie Imberman of the premiere new York antique jeweler 
Kentshire, suggests learning all the collectible names in both fi ne 
and costume jewelry. Imberman also advocates learning how to 
use a loupe, “it can be an important tool for identifying those tiny 
maker’s marks and karat weights,” she says.

Once you’ve familiarized yourself with the basic jewelry 
marks, she suggests looking through the loupe and going through 
the following questions: are[the] closures are fi nely rendered? Do 
the stones look chipped or worn? Is there any visible damage to 
the piece beyond the usual ‘kiss of age’?

Signed pieces tend to demand a premium based on the 
confi dence they instill with the craftsmanship inherent to a brand 
name. A signature, however, is not always the defi ning mark of 
quality. One should avoid blindly buying into the idea that it’s 
only good if it’s signed. As Imberman points out, “some signed 
jewelry is simply average in execution, while many unsigned 
antique pieces are of superior quality.” A careful examination 
of the workmanship behind a piece is the best testament to its 
quality and relative worth.

Where to Buy Quality Vintage

The marketplace has rallied with a multitude of resources in 
shopping for, advising on, and even ‘buying-back’ vintage 

gems in the wake of renewed interest in the market. Top retailers 
have met heightened demand with the introduction of ecommerce 
sites that are, in many cases, cyber extensions of storied brick-
and-mortar vintage establishments.

Beladora.com is the online face of Beverly Hills-based 
antique jeweler Kazanjian Brothers and Kentshire’s Madison 
Avenue storefront extends its retail platform online at Kentshire.
com. Similarly up-scale operations rely predominantly on 
the web to conduct business. Robin Katz Vintage Jewels and 
Camilla Dietz Bergeron both supplement their online presence 
with trunk shows and trade events, but the most immediately 
accessible approach to their collections, for customers, is the web

leading the front in estate jewelry ‘buy-backs’ 
is 2001 upstart CIRCA Jewels. 

Founder and CEO Chris Del Gatto defi nes 
CIRCA’s role as the ‘only national buying 
house in the US that provides a truly liquid 
market for [estate] jewelry.” CIRCA offers 
on-the-spot bids for estate pieces that 
private individuals bring in for appraisal to 
their Midtown offi ces. The company sells its 
acquisitions to a select group of international 
collectors, but has recently made efforts to 
interface with the general public via a newly 
launched CIRCA blog. 

The blog provides a broad platform 
for the company to share its experience, 
product reference notes, and recent in-house 
acquisitions. Through this outlet, CIRCA 
aims to “dispel much of the misinformation 
out there regarding the value of jewelry.” 
By offering expert insights and analysis on 
vintage pieces, the blog provides valuable, 
free information about the industry while 
working to dispel the mystery shrouding the 
vintage market.

Key Things To Focus on Before Investing: 
Desirability, Quality, Authenticity

Industry experts concur, that when purchasing vintage, 
you should like it and want to wear it. As Carrie Imberman 

explains, “jewelry may appreciate in value, but it’s largely 
dependent on the market in general [which] is why you should 
buy what you love!” If you purchase a piece as an investment 
and it sits in the box for years without any functional use, there 
are more profi table arenas for your money. The beauty of vintage 
is the ability to tap into years of quality wear and unique design 
that has the ability to retain, or slightly appreciate, in value. The 
degree of return on your investment down the road is largely 
contingent upon the quality of craftsmanship and, when a 
signature is involved, authenticity. In the current market, pieces 
selling at a premium, and deemed highly collectible, are vintage 
works from designer names Tiffany, Cartier, Bvlgari, David Webb 
and Van Cleef, according to CIRCA’s Del Gatto.

Distinctive period pieces, he adds, particularly iconic motifs 
from the 1970’s, Art Deco pieces, and anything in gold are 
similarly in demand at the moment.

Buying vintage is a way to acquire one-of-a-kind design that 
is imbued with history, rare craftsmanship and, oftentimes, an 
aura of timeless style. We’ve hunted down a few of our ‘to-die-for’ 
favorites, to get you started just in time for the Holidays.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


